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ANNEX FOR DEF:CTIVE DELINQUENTS AT ST. CLOUD
Ralph Rosenberger®

What is the meaning of defective delinquent?

Many definitions of delinquency may be given. They fall into classes such as

ocielogical, environmental and biological but the one definition we are most

spterested in is the legal cefinition. A delincuency is lezally defined as any act

+ pmission to act which is prohibited by law and entails 2 penalty.

But let us go a little further. & delinquent act in the United States, if

Zromnitted in other varts of the world, might be the object of social anproval., 4
rime in tine of peace may constitute an heroic duty on the battlefield. Dﬂllnruency

4ts last Lngly51s is dependant on circumstances, locality and noint of view for
s existence,

Webster defines defective as wanting in something; imperfect; applied either
natural or moral qualities.

Feeble minded means weak in intellectual nower,

Thus & defective delinguent is someone who is weak in intellectual power and
s committed an act or acts that society will not condone,

It usually follows that the reason for coumitting this delinquent act is
gcause of the lack in intellectusl vower. ‘hile I agree in part with this state-
pent, I do not bslieve that I can go all the way. Decause this staotement whould

ply that all people with & lack of intellectual power are pnotential trouble
makers or delinquents and this I do not believe, I do believe that the mentally
retarded have individual personalities just like normal people and most' of them in

e moron classification exhibit a failly wide spread of nersonality characteristics,
1 most cases their delinquent behavior is due to foulty personality characteristics
ther than lack of intellectual power. I will zo slong with the fact that lack of
tellectual power is a contributing factor in fuuluy personality characteristics.

Recent studies which have utilized army draft groups as controls have found

that the criminal group does not differ too significantly from the draft population
20 far an intelligence is concerned, In other words recent research leads to the

tonclusion that intelligence is not the most important factor in the etiology of
trininal behavior, -

But in defective delinquents there are certain characteristics of criminal

@va1or that merit mention because of the insight which these characteristics throw
on the general psychodynanics of the feebleminded.

Most defective delinquents have an acute feeling of social inferiority, which
groups of persons with higher intellisgence quotlents breeds résentment and anti-
_c1al feelings, As a result of this 1n¢crlor1ty the defective cannot find or feers

0 approach a willing partner of his ovmn age and turns to juveniles or perversions
8 a means of sexual outlet or satigfaction,

Austin E, Grigg (psychologist - Virginia state department of correction) in a
Wdr comparing defective delinquents with a general prison population came to the
2onclusion that about L0 percent of the defective delinquents got into trouble
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peceuse of impulsive acts; that they react almost reflexadly to the heat of the
4 joment with little regard for future consequences of their present action. The

Jnavior does not exhibit forsight, doss not project into the future. Only 19 per-
ont of a generel prison group fall into this classification.

Grigg also found that bizarre and illogical crimes may
ded group as amongz the psychotic rroup. In his study 16
fslinquents fall into this category while only 2 percent of a genercl criminal pop-

iation fall into this category, Forty-four percent of the crimes do not deviate
rom those observed among delinguents of higher I.G.

occur amons the Teeble-
percent of the defective

It has also becen found that about 70 percent of defective delinguents have at
tnc time or onother been arrested for crimes against persons. It appears that the
syercly retarded adult is impulsive in his interpersonal rclations and this factor

gots many defectives into trouble, Only about 30 percent of a general prison group
fal1 into this category. '

The defective delinquent is also more pronec to excessive drinking than those of

gher I.Q, levels, This is particularly significant in those cases where environ-
atal circumstances arc viscélous.

ﬁﬁﬁs ve may eonclude that:

‘A higher percentage of defective delinnuents got into difficuliy bocause of
dmnulsive reactions to momentary stimuli.

;'The dofective delinguent is more liable to be impulsive in interpersonat relations.
izarre crimes occur among certain defectives as well as psychotics.

‘Uriminal acts of a majority of the defectives reflect inability to foresec
the future conscquences of prescnt actions.

cfectives also follow the normal criminal pattern in that they adopt criminal

carecrs in order to augment scanly earnings and as & responsc to viscious
envioronmental factors.

“Défective delinguent adults arc morc prone to oxcessive use of intoxicants.
-Generalizing, defeetive delinguents do not have the capacity for adecquate fore-
1tht and thus often rcact to momentary situations without projecting into the future
¢ overall results of the action. Because of faulty apparception of nast cvents

as obscrved in momory tosts - slow progress in learning, ctc.) he carried into a
csont situation only a rudimentary projection of the past, Thus he is impulsive

becausc it is his naturc to react to the present with little ability to project his
ict cither to the past or to the futurc.

It must be kept in mind that the above are behavior characteristics of the
fefoctive delingquent and show some difference between the defective delinquent and

% delinquent, Even so onc camnot nccessarily conclude that lack of intellectual
Puer was the sole cause of the delinguency.

Tredgold, long beforec child guidance or juvenile psychiatry had come into

Pominance, stated in his book MENTAL DEFICIEKCY, "The child who is brought up in an

ﬁ@bsphere where self is sppreme, in which lying, theft, oand vice of every kind afe

Impant, can hardly be cxpeetod to acquire those ideals of social obligation and

“mglity which arc cssentimsl Yo correct conduct and the stebility of a civilized

SoBicty", His opinion is that anti-social conduct is largely the outcome of poor
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nvg_ronm;ntal factors which tond to provide poor nersonal characteristics. Many
other sociologists, criminoclogists, and SDOCl“lleS in the ficld of mental deficicney
@mvc'nado similar statcments.

Now if wc can go along with thosc authoritics ond feel that delinquency is duc
» Faulty personality patterns duc to faulty training somewherce along the line in
ovnlopln pecrsonality charactcristics and also bolicve that defcetive delingents
ve nersonality pﬁttcrns, then we can JuStlfj a training program for them FOR

;MSONALIT IS SIMPLY TIIE PRODUCT OF REPLCATED CHOICES. IT IS THZ EPFECT OF MANY

We feel in dealing with the defective delinquonts as in dealing with our
Folingents that faulty personality characteristics arc the primary causcs of thoir
] lflcultwcs in making adjustments to socicty and that these personality characters
Hsiics can be alterced throuch retraining and psychotherapy, both group and individual,

In handling delinquent groups, in fact, the whole basis of criminal roformation
s:bascd on developing proper social insight through rctraining. Through this rc-
%rhln ing we feel that faulty pcrsonality pattorns can be changed to socially accopted

jstterns, The whbde idca is that through retraining propor social insight will
Some by proper rcasoning

Because of the lack of intcllectual power to start with in defeciive delinquents
;m-do not cxpeet to develop proper social insight by rcasoning but by dirccted
rograms of correct habit formation. A class in Citisanship has been organized
re, by discussion and repetition on what they should and should not do in specific
tuations, it is hoped certain good responses may become reflex. The instructor
szkes up these situations by relating actions to a study of a local commmnity--its
government, business, religious, educational, and recresational facilities brought

wn to the level of experience of each individual. Family relationships end
Tesponsibilities are considered in the seame way as well as those with individuals
5ith vhom they come in contact,

In the same way they are taught better personal habits such as cleanliness,
ood posture, to look at a person when talling to him, to answer when spoken to,
28 vell as those definitely associated with good conduct,

Although the men live in a dormitory separeted from the cells of the Reformatory,
a6y vork in the various shops with the other men when

they are ready to be assigned
%0 individual jobs. First, however, until a man shows he has acquired good work
habits and has the ability to 1earn a specific job, he is placed in a group doing
Ume very simple job such as preparing vegetables.

The Reformatory has & very large enclosure within the walls which mekes possible

t-of-door activity. Various ball teams are organized with the same efforts made to
evelop leadership and sportsmanship as with the men of the Reformatory.

There have been a number of these men satisfactorily placed back in the
&Qmmunitv. he Protestant chanlain has added this job to his other resnonsibilities,
en conduct and ability to worl well indicate adjustiment outside may be possible,

e wvelfare boards are told of this and in some instances plans in the local community

fre made with the 2id of the welfare board., Ildore often, however, placements are made
ectly from the Annex without congiderin~ the county of settlement--indeed it is

Tequently best not to meke a placement where the man was previously lmown.

The
21fare board of the county where placed is notified, but the chaplain kédps as
lose contact as possible. In fact, in all placements, even vhen active supervision
S by the welfare board,

sone personal contact is kept by the chaplain, as well
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5 conferences held by hin with the local social worker. Strict rules are set and
yst be held to. If, for anr reason, the placement is unsatisfédetory, the Anhex
gnds for the man immediately.

. At this time most of the men placed are on farms, but it is interesting to

ote the number of occupations open to us today needing no great degree of in-
1ligence., The bureau of employment sécdurity recently analyzed job openings in

75 industries and reported that 477 of the jobs required no educationa beyond the

$pility to recd end write, Two thirds of the jobs chould be efficiently performed

sithout any speclal vocatioamel training, 4 minimum mental age of 6 was required for

g tyves of jobs and a great number of jobs are adequately performed by persons with

sntal ages of 8 to 11,

We have only made a beginning in finding out what may be the notentiamdities
o pood adjustment of these men.

stter part summarized by Mildred Thomson



